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“I loved that there were so many shades to the
water, from the light-blue shallow areas near the
shore to the deep blues out in the distance.”

On the picturesque Hawaiian
island of Kauai sits this comfortable
and relaxed modern vacation home
appropriately called The Island Oasis by
designer Erika Frank, who says her clients wanted “a
welcoming place with calming energy.” The goal for
the home was to create a style with “a subtle nod to
the Hawaiian style but with a much fresher,
contemporary feel.”

“I really wanted to connect the home to the beau-
tiful surroundings,” Erika says. “I wanted to play off
not only the lush green vegetation but also the beau-
tiful blue water. The tonality of the water is really 
incredible when you take a moment to gaze at it. I
loved that there were so many shades to the water,
from the light-blue shallow areas near the shore to
the deep blues out in the distance.”

(above) Furniture in the living space

is oriented toward the wall of glass to

maximize the view from every seat.

On the shores of Kauai,
a calming contemporary
home reflects the local
nature and culture. 

Oasis
By Diana Turowski

Photography by Damon Moss Photography
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From the iridescent blue tile to the rich wood
furniture and art created by local artists, this home
authentically and casually reflects not just the 
nature outside, but the local culture as well. Erika
notes that the dining room console table “is made
of resin inlaid with natural reeds” and that the
“reeds and the use of wood in the cabinetry and the
beautiful mahogany doors add warmth to the space
and provide beautiful contrast to the light tile
floors.” She chose tiles that look like wood on the
floors throughout the home because they remain
cool on the warm island days. 

The house’s style does not end with its décor. It
is designed to “take full advantage of the stunning
ocean front view.” Not only are the living and din-
ing spaces positioned on the ocean side of the
house, but the furniture is arranged to maximize
the views. The living room has become a perfect
place to take in a beautiful sunset or look out at one

of Kauai’s famous rainstorms. Erika also placed a
Tommy Bahama chair and ottoman in a custom
light-blue fabric in the dining room to serve as a
place to read, reflect or take a nap while gazing out
at Hanalei Bay or watching whales during the win-
ter months.

From the fabrics to the kitchen and bathrooms,
Erika stresses the importance of durability. Like
many vacation homes, this house is occasionally
rented out, so it’s important for it to hold up well to
people, sun and surf. The kitchen countertops are
easy-to-clean Caesarstone quartz, and many of the
fabrics are resilient Sunbrella. 

This delightful home is sleek, modern and calm-
ing, while quietly reflecting the island’s elements
and culture. All that’s left to do is sit back, relax
and enjoy a day in paradise. 

SEE SOURCES, PAGE 128.

(opposite) Neutral dining furniture

allows the spectacular view to be the

focal point of the room.

(right) The iridescent blue tiles reflect

the many colors of the sea just outside.

(below) Featuring art by local artists is

a great way to keep a house feeling

connected to its surroundings.

“I really wanted 
to connect the home

to the beautiful 
surroundings.”
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GET THE LOOK
Designer Erika Frank

offers these tips for

recreating her modern

seaside style.

Find Inspiration: Start with taking inspi-

ration from art or a rug. “From there I

like to layer in other unique pieces 

and materials to make the home feel

collected,” she says.

Color Palette: To recreate this look, use a

multi-tonal blue-and-green color palette

with neutral hard surfaces. Add wood 

elements for warmth. 

Paint: For this look, Erika used Ben-

jamin Moore Swiss Coffee (OC-45). “It

creates a sense of white gallery walls

and keeps it fresh and bounces the light

around,” she says.

Fabrics: Go for strength and style. “The

fabrics are all very durable and meant to

stand up to kids, sun and renters,”

Erika says. “I used a lot of Sunbrella

fabric indoors—which I love to do. 

They hold their color and don’t look 

like outdoor fabric.”

(top right) A large

comfortable chair

adds a cozy quality

to the room.

(right) The modern

spa-like bathroom

has all the comforts

of home with the

perks of a hotel.

The soft green shade

of the bedding

matches perfectly with

the trees just outside 

the window.


